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OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 17, 1995

Mr. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
bring to the attention of my colleagues the ef-
forts of an extraordinary individual who lives
and works in my district, Rob Walsh.

Mr. Speaker, too often, the stories of those
who make a difference in their communities
are drowned out by the tragedies which split
our community. Pick up any newspaper on
any given day. Headlines will scream of the
latest crime; columnists will lament the many
foibles of our society. The quieter success sto-
ries largely go unreported, unremarked upon.

I believe it is critically important that we do
a better job of telling the success stories, that
we do a better job of being role models for our
Nation’s youth. I therefore take the House
floor today to recognize the efforts of a man
who has done so much for so many. I would
also like to say that I am extremely pleased
that Rob Walsh will be receiving the pres-
tigious Annual Cancer Care Community Serv-
ice Award this Sunday.

Before I go into Bob’s many achievements,
I want to take a moment to congratulate Can-
cer Care for its dedication to providing free
and comprehensive clinical services, edu-
cation, and financial assistance to patients and
their families at any stage of illness. Cancer
Care works cooperatively and effectively with
the many hospitals and health institutions in
my district and New York in general, to pro-
vide critical services to those who are most in
need. I cannot say enough about the compas-
sion and commitment of Cancer Care to its
mission.

I also want to commend Cancer Care on
their judgment. Each year, Cancer Care
bestows it’s Community Service Award to
someone who makes significant contributions
to the community. This year’s recipient will
surprise no one who has spent any time over
the past 5 years in the 14th Street-Union
Square area.

In 1989 Rob Walsh became the executive
director of the 14th Street-Union Square Local
Development Corp. and business improve-
ment district. Rob came prepared.

Rob’s service in New York City government
had been as varied as it was successful. In
fact, it seemed that there was no bureau of
government which had not benefitted from
Rob’s considerable energies. He had served
in the mayor’s office of operations as a voter
assistance coordinator, the transportation de-
partment, the parks department the personnel
department, and the general services depart-
ment. In addition, Rob has a master’s degree
in public affairs from Fordham University,
where he also relieved his undergraduate de-
gree.

Since taking the helm of the 14th Street-
Union Square LDC/BID, Rob has overseen
unprecedented efforts to revitalize a commu-
nity which has fallen on hard times. During the
1980’s, 14th Street had become a drug in-
fested areas, people by prostitutes, and cov-
ered with graffiti. Union Square, once one of
New York’s greatest public spaces, was now
best known for its nickname ‘‘Needle Park.’’

Rob Walsh, thankfully, is not a man who
shrinks from a challenge. With his remarkable
energy, intelligence, and can-do attitude, Rob
has led the efforts to turn the neighborhood
around. Stop by Union Square on a sunny
spring day and you will see the difference.

New businesses move into this thriving
neighborhood every day. Children and workers
on their lunch break pack into beautiful and
accessible Union Square. Stuyvesant Square
Park is now the kind of well maintained open
space that every member of the community
can enjoy. The streets are cleaner and safer
and there exists the kind of communitywide
pride which is so characteristic of the best
neighborhoods of New York and any city.

As Rob will be the first to say, this turn-
around was the product of efforts by hundreds
and thousands of caring members of the com-
munity. But I am not sure it could have hap-
pened without Rob’s leadership. As the
‘‘Mayor of Union Square,’’ Rob has directed
the efforts, and led the battle at the front lines.
He can always be found, walking the streets,
checking on his latest brainstorms.

There is, of course, much work left to be
done. But Rob’s commitment to the values
which make this community great—affordable
housing, opportunities for our kids, safe
streets, and economic growth—will certainly
guide his future efforts in the right direction.

I should also point out that Rob also volun-
teers his time to a number of important groups
in our city including New York Cares, the Van-
derbilt YMCA, Beth Israel Medical Center
community advisory council, Cabrini Medical
Center advisory council, NYC Urban Fellows
advisory board, Washington Irving High
School business advisory council, and the
mayor’s Voluntary Action Center. And with all
of his efforts, Rob remains a devoted husband
to his lovely Terry and is a doting father to his
beautiful daughter Cara, perhaps the most im-
portant job of all.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to Cancer Care
for giving me this opportunity to tell a true
New York success story. Rob Walsh deserves
our most sincere thanks for all of his efforts on
behalf of his community, and I hope that all of
my colleagues will join me in congratulating
him at this time.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing legislation that incorporates the Sup-
plemental Security Income’s [SSI] presumptive
disability system into the Social Security Dis-
ability Insurance [SSDI] Program.

One of the largest continuing problems
faced by the Social Security Administration
[SSA] is the backlog of more than 1 million
cases waiting for a disability determination. In
1995 President Clinton asked for disability in-
vestment funding in the amount of $280 mil-
lion as part of the regular administrative budg-
et. These funds were specifically earmarked
for processing disability related workloads.
Congress appropriated disability investment
funding in the amount of $320 million for fiscal

year 1995. I support this move but we need to
do more and to act more quickly.

Social Security expects to receive nearly 3
million applications for disability benefits
through 1995, 70 percent more than it re-
ceived 5 years ago. Social Security admits
that its complicated decision process has
changed little in 40 years and offers an ‘‘unac-
ceptable’’ level of service to the public. An an-
nounced ‘‘re-engineering’’ of the increasingly
complex disability determination system is ex-
pected to stabilize the workload but not to re-
sult in an appreciable reduction in the backlog.

On the average, it now takes a disability ap-
plicant 5 months to get an initial decision. If
benefits are denied, the applicant waits an-
other 18 months to get an administrative law
judge’s decision on the appeal. Congress has
heard complaints in recent years of deserving
applicants waiting months for desperately
needed funds and, in some cases, dying be-
fore they get a decision.

For example, in Arizona a recent disability
applicant was forced to leave her secretarial
job due to injuries resulting from a serious
auto accident. She applied to the Social Secu-
rity Administration for disability benefits to off-
set the loss of her income. She did not realize
that she was venturing into an understaffed,
underfunded Federal program that often forces
disabled people to wait months to learn wheth-
er they qualify for benefits. After a year wait,
she was successful in obtaining the benefits to
which she was entitled only after hiring an at-
torney who specializes in such cases. These
kinds of long delays are repeated in anecdote
after anecdote.

For many severely disabled, there should be
a faster way.

The SSI program makes an initial deter-
mination that presumes a person to be dis-
abled if they fit certain severe disability cri-
teria. These people begin to receive SSI bene-
fits immediately and the SSA has a 6 month
period to make the final determination of eligi-
bility using the SSA’s definition of disability.

Being able to receive SSI benefits on the
basis of a presumptive disability determination
provides the disabled person with much need-
ed money immediately. However, for a worker
who has paid into Social Security and be-
comes disabled, there is no comparable proc-
ess to identify the people that would most like-
ly qualify for DI benefits. My legislation would
remedy this by providing for determinations of
presumptive disability under title II of the So-
cial Security Act in the same manner and to
the same extent as is currently applicable
under title XVI of such act.

This means that if a person is found to be
presumptively disabled under title II and meets
the requirements for entitlement to benefits the
person will begin to receive benefits, after the
initial 5 month waiting period required before
DI benefits can be paid, for up to 6 months
while the final determination is being made. If
the person is presumed eligible to receive DI
benefits, then their dependents shall also
begin to receive benefits.

If, in the final determination, a claimant’s im-
pairment does not meet the Social Security
Administration’s definition of disability, they
and their dependents shall not be responsible
to return the money they received during the
presumptive eligibility determination period.

In some instances a person may be pre-
sumed eligible for SSI benefits before being
found to be presumptively disabled under title
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